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We are very concerned that the outcome of this approach will be markedly like that of a benchmark 
payment in clustering rates around the median in-network or below, a policy which Congress debated and 
ultimately rejected because of concerns it created around rural access and narrow networks. We have 
heard significant pushback from providers, hospitals and physicians alike, that the agencies’ approach 
gives certain stakeholders too much control over the outcome of IDR in a manner that does not reflect the 
careful balance that we agreed to last December. 
  
We urge you to revise the IFR released on September 30 to better reflect the law that Congress passed in 
developing a framework that protects patients while being fair to stakeholders.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Bill Cassidy, M.D.  
________________________ 
Bill Cassidy, M.D. 
United States Senator  
   
 
/s/ Lisa Murkowski 
________________________ 
Lisa Murkowski 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Chuck Grassley 
________________________ 
Chuck Grassley  
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Cindy Hyde-Smith 
________________________ 
Cindy Hyde-Smith  
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Mike Braun 
________________________ 
Mike Braun  
United States Senator  
   
 
/s/ Jerry Moran 
________________________ 
Jerry Moran 
United States Senator  
 

 
/s/ Roger Marshall, M.D. 
________________________ 
Roger Marshall, M.D. 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Marsha Blackburn 
________________________ 
Marsha Blackburn  
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Tommy Tuberville 
________________________ 
Tommy Tuberville  
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Kevin Cramer 
________________________ 
Kevin Cramer 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ John Barrasso, M.D. 
________________________ 
John Barrasso, M.D. 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Roger F. Wicker 
________________________ 
Roger F. Wicker 
United States Senator 
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/s/ Lindsey O. Graham 
________________________ 
Lindsey O. Graham 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ M. Michael Rounds 
________________________ 
M. Michael Rounds 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Mitt Romney 
________________________ 
Mitt Romney 
United States Senator  
   
 
/s/ John Boozman 
________________________ 
John Boozman 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Rand Paul, M.D. 
________________________ 
Rand Paul, M.D. 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Mike Crapo 
________________________ 
Mike Crapo 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ James M. Inhofe 
________________________ 
James M. Inhofe 
United States Senator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
/s/ Rob Portman 
________________________ 
Rob Portman 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ John Hoeven 
________________________ 
John Hoeven 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Thom Tillis 
________________________ 
Thom Tillis 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Joni K. Ernst 
________________________ 
Joni K. Ernst 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ James E. Risch 
________________________ 
James E. Risch 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ James Lankford 
________________________ 
James Lankford 
United States Senator  
 
 
/s/ Todd Young 
________________________ 
Todd Young 
United States Senator  
 
 
 
 
 
 


